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they can in the Cape. The Constitution has not yet been drafted, but
Mr. Churchill has said that this would soon be done. The drafting will
take about three weeks, and the Parliament elected under the new Consti-
tution is not likely to meet before January.

PLACE OF INDIANS

What will be our position under the new set-up? It is a very difficult
question to answer. Nothing definite can be learnt from reports of Mr.
Churchill's speech cabled here. Our situation could not be worse. In
any case, it is certain that, whatever new laws are made, they will not be
enacted before January next,

NATAL AND THE TRANSVAAL

The unification of Natal and the Transvaal is being discussed. Some
men of experience and influence favour this course of action, A gentle-
man named Mr. Soutter has expressed his views on the subject in The Daily
Mail He says that, if the two are united, the "Indian Policy" of Natal
will have to be revised. The Editor of The Daily Mail thinks that it will
be very difficult for Natal to merge in other States so long as it imports
indentured labour,

THE STATE OF SOUTH AFRICA

Underlying all the thoughts in people's minds is the poverty of South
Africa. At present, trade is slack and land prices are very low. People
are desperately looking around to see how matters can be improved. But
all things considered, one is driven to the conclusion that, for another
two years, there can be no hope of any appreciable change. According
to what economists call natural laws and men of faith, the will of God,
it appears that conditions change from moment to moment. He who
rises must fall. This is true of a country as well. In the vicissitudes of
life, South Africa has seen good days, and now it is her turn to go
through bad ones. She has not yet passed through even two lean years.
Sometimes it takes three, five or even seven years for a change to set in.
If this is true, it will take at least -another year and a half for present
conditions to change. In the meanwhile, those who are patient and live
within their means1 will win through. The rest will be washed away
with the tide.

A DISCUSSION IN THE LEGISLATURE ABOUT ASIATICS

In the Legislative Council today, Mr. Duncan gave the following
information :2

When the Council meets again, the Government proposes to introduce
" a Bill for the registration of Asiatics.   That legislation would be in fulfilment

Gujarati idiom literally means "...draw the sheet and stretch or huddle according
to its size".
2 This version of the Colonial Secretary's speech has been collated with an English report
India.